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'from the clouds and are a punishment from heaven. Here,
however, the Education Department can directly co-operate.
The inclusion in the primary school course of simple lessons,
dealing with the life-history of important insect pests is one of
the means by which the rising generation of cultivators can be
familiarised with the way in which these creatures breed.
Gradually, it is hoped to- instil into the minds of the people the
notion that pests can be controlled, and that the damage caused
annually to crops can be minimised at the cost of a little intel-
ligence.
Important investigations into the pests of cotton, of rice, of
sugar-cane, of tea, of coffee, and of other important crops are
being pushed with vigour by the Department. Experiments
are being started to find out successful methods of coping with
them, and of preventing infection spreading from one district
to another. Investigations have also been conducted into the
possibilities of increased cultivation of such useful insects as the
silk worm and the lac insect. In addition to scientific investi-
gations of this kind, much work has been done in the way of
agricultural engineering. The demand in India for improved
implements, which has arisen within the last decade or so, has
been created and fostered by the Agriculture Department.
In addition, there is ample scope in India for the introduction
of labour-saving machinery such as reapers, winnowers, pump-
ing plants, and so forth. The instalment of pumping machinery
has resulted in protecting large areas of land from drought.
Tube wells have been put down in many places during the
last year and steam ploughs have continued to do, good work.
Veterinary problems are of great importance in India, for
it has been calculated that there   are
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of population. The improvement of the breed, both in the way
of milk-giving -capacity and of strength, thus becomes a problem
of the greatest urgency. One of the difficulties has been to
prevent mortality among cattle from such diseases as rinderpest.
The investigations of the Department are to some extent ren-
dered fruitless by the ignorance of the villagers, who do not
-sufficiently understand the contagious nature of the disease